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SUBJECT: CASE REVIEW OF ALL AMERICAN PRISONERS IN MEXICO: 
GEORGE H. DEWEY 

REF: STATE 194199 

1. CONGRESSMAN STARK S OFFICE AND DEPARTMENT HAVE RECEIVED 
ALLEGATIONS AND COMPLAINTS OF MISTREATMENT OR DENIAL OF 
RIGHTS IN DEWEY'S CASE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE INFORMATION OR 
ACTION ON FOLLOWING POINTS: 

2. ACCESS: PER STARK MATERIAL, DEWEY ALLEGES THAT AT TIME 
OF ARREST ON JANUARY 24, 1974, HE REQUESTED PERMISSION TO 
CONTACT EMBASSY, BUT WAS TOLD HE HAD NO RIGHTS. POST FILES 
INDICATE DEWEY WAS FIRST VISITED ON JANUARY 30, 1974, FOUR 
DAYS AFTER STORY OF ARREST APPEARED IN NEWSPAPERS. DENIAL 
BY MEXICAN AUTHORITIES OF EARLY CONSULAR ACCESS IS OF 

CONTINUING CONCERN. 

3. ABUSE AT TIME OF ARREST: IN STARK QUESTIONNAIRE DEWEY 
ALLEGES HE WAS BEATEN AT THE TIME OF ARREST WHICH RESULTED 
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IN A HEAD CUT. DEPARTMENT NOTES THAT THIS COMPLAINT WAS NOT 
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MADE TO CONOFF AT INITIAL INTERVIEW SIX DAYS FOLLOWING 
ARREST, NOR AT ANY SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEW. LACK OF TIMELY 
COMPLAINT MAKES VERIFICATION DIFFICULT. UNLESS POST HAS 
REASON TO BELIEVE HIS ALLEGATION CAN BE SUBSTANTIATED, NO 
ACTION APPEARS POSSIBLE. 

$. MISTREATMENT IN PRISON: IN STARK QUESTIONNAIRE DATED 
9/21/74 DEWEY ALLEGES MISTREATMENT IN PRISON, INCLUDING 
EXTORTION, BEATINGS AND WORK DETAILS. DEPARTMENT NOTES 
IN POST FILES A HAND- WRITTEN MEMO FROM DEWEY DATED MAY 
1974 IN WHICH HE STATES: "THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS IN THE 
O DORM. CONDITIONS AND TREATMENT ARE FINE..." 

DEPARTMENT FURTHER NOTES THAT DEWEY HAS NEVER REGISTERED 
A COMPLAINT WITH VISITING CONOFF IN REGARD TO HIS 
TREATMENT IN PRISON. IN ABSENCE OF COMPLAINT, EMBASSY 
CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO MAKE REPRESENTATION IN HIS BEHALF. 

WE LOOK TO EMBASSY, HOWEVER, TO CONTINUE SEEKING REMEDY 
GENERAL PROBLEM OF ABUSE OF POWER BY "MA YORES." 

5. EXTORTION BY ATTORNEY: DEWEY ALLEGES THAT LIC. JORGE 
AVILES "STOLE" DOLS 7,500 AND HIS PERSONAL PROPERTY. HE 
FURTHER STATES THAT HIS RELATIVES PAID DOLS 3,000 TO 
AVILES, AND THAT FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THAT PAYMENT, AVILES 
DID NOT REAPPEAR OR TAKE ANY ACTION ON HIS BEHALF. PER 
POST FILES, A MEMO FROM CONOFF ROOT DATED 2/15/74 INDICATES 
AVILES ADMITTED HAVING IN HIS POSSESSION "DEWEY S EFFECTS, 

HIS SUITCASE, CAMERAS, ETC." AND IN A MEMO DATED 2/22/74, 

ROOT STATES AVILES SAID HE HAD THE SUITCASE "AND DOLS 660 
(33 20-DOLLAR BILLS)." DEPARTMENT NOTES, HOWEVER, PER 
MEMO FROM ROOT TO ASHFORD, DATED 10/3/74. AVILES, AT THAT 
TIME, DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE MONEY. POST IS 
REQUESTED TO INFORM DEPARTMENT IF DEWEY WAS SUCCESSFUL IN 
SECURING THE RETURN OF ANY OF HIS PORPERTY. EMBASSY IS 
ALSO REQUESTED TO EXPLAIN TO DEWEY PROCEDURES FOR 
ACTING AGAINST HIS ATTORNEY. 

6. PROLONGED TRIAL DETENTION: DEPARTMENT NOTES THAT IT 
WAS 20 MONTHS FROM DEWEY'S DATE OF ARREST UNTIL HE WAS 
SENTENCED. POST FILES INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT DEWEY DID 
NOT PROVIDE POST WITH AUTHORIZATION TO INCLUDE HIS NAME 
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ON PROTEST NOTE UNTIL MAY 1975. AS SENTENCING HAS 
TAKEN PLACE, NO FURTHER ACTION IS SUGGESTED. 

7. POST SHOULD CABLE NO LATER THAN 1 1/24/75 STATUS OF 
ACTIONS INITIATED OR COMPLETED ON DEWEY. KISSINGER 
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